
 
 

WEST LANCASHIRE SCOUTS 
EXPLORER BELT EXPEDITION 2022  
More Frequently Asked Questions  
 
 
 
More FAQs: Likely cost, fundraising, projects and training The likely cost of the 
expedition is roughly in the region of £1000. To get this figure, we have consulted lots of 
different sources including the budgets of other Explorer units/counties who have run 
similar events in the past. We are not going to know the full price until we have a clearer 
idea of how many we have going to Iceland. Travelling bans and restrictions have also 
put a bit of a halt to us looking into flight prices. Most importantly, due to the expedition 
being self-led by the Explorers, they will be organising the expedition for themselves. 
However, we do expect to lay out a very simple budget which will include an allocated 
amount of money for the 10-day expedition. The overheads including the cost of training 
weekends, flights, clothing, neckers etc. are included in the estimate too. If you want to 
know more about this specifically, let me know. But we are estimating it to be around 
£1000. It may be more, but we will be able to establish that figure after as the current 
pandemic continues. 
 
Fundraising will be encouraged to happen on a personal level. That is to say that each 
Explorer Scout is responsible for their own fundraising. We will not be organising any 
county-led fundraising either. The reason we are saying that is because the Explorer 
Belt is so strongly self-motivated that it would be against the spirit of the expedition to 
organise fundraising for the Explorers. More to the point, it is totally within the spirit of 
the award that Explorers should take fundraising into their own hands. Since the 
Explorers will be in teams of 3-7 people, the opportunities for group fundraising are great 
and will reduce the pressure slightly. Equally, we are going to be asking each district to 
fully motivate their teams so that no participant is financially isolated. To be clear, it is 
not expected that parents pay the fees for the Explorer Belt Award. If Explorer Scouts 
have a part-time job, they may use some of their earned income to finance their 
expedition. The bottom line is that they must try to fundraise but should decide about 
how to fundraise and make sure it is all their own work. Once participants have applied, 
we are going to meet with them online to discuss various aspects of the trip including 
sharing fundraising ideas, so they should not be stuck. Just FYI - Network members are 
offered slightly different alternatives to what we have described to you here since most 
are in employment and/or are not living in Cheshire. Explorers will have to be creative 
about their methods of fundraising because social distancing will mean that a lot of face-
to-face activities (e.g., bag packing) will not be able to happen like they normally would 
have for other international scout trips. We think that makes it more exciting.  

 
Each team of Explorer Scouts will be asked to complete 10 minor projects and 1 
major project. Upon arrival, we will give each Explorer Scout team 2 minor challenges 
they must complete during the ten-day expedition. Examples include spend a night in a 
Police Station (legally), teach at a local school, take part in a local ceremony, work for a 
family for a day and send a postcard back to the UK. All teams will be responsible for 
choosing the other 8 minor projects. We have made the decision to make sure that 
these minor projects are undertaken using the help of local people. They will be 
choosing their 8 projects whilst in the UK (most likely during a training weekend). The 
major project will be a study. Something they can work.  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on a little bit, every day. We are going to hopefully make sure these are a comparison 
between Iceland and the UK and environmentally focussed. Examples of these include: 
a study of leisure and recreation interests of young people, investigating the impact of 
climate change and how the locals use the landscape around them.  
 
More examples of both types of project can be found by clicking here: 
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/2640/explorer-belt-
projects?cat=9,88,125,153  
 
There will be multiple training weekends that we are making mandatory to Explorer 
Scouts. There will be a minimum of 3, but potentially more. We will have to wait to see 
what the numbers are like after Sunday. Initially, the training will be done online over 
video conferencing software, but once we can go back to face-to-face scouting, we will 
be operating outdoor training weekends, focussing on training for the outdoors including 
cooking, camping, navigation, physical fitness and teamwork. Between each training 
weekend, it will be expected that each participant tries to engage with Baltic States route 
planning, socials with their team and general preparations for the expedition including kit 
and equipment. 
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